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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 use § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 33 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Shoji et al, US Patent Number 7,170,841 (hereafter "Shoji"). 

Regarding claim 33, Shoji discloses a reproducing and/or recording apparatus 
(Fig. 3, "recording/reproduction apparatus 300") for use with an optical information 
storage medium (Fig 1, "optical disc 100"), comprising: a reading unit ("optical head 
303) which reproduces data from the optical information storage medium; and a 
controller ("CPU 309") which: controls the reading unit to reproduce data ([0070]) from 
a plurality of areas on the reproduction-only optical storage medium (Fig. 1, areas 107, 
108, 109, 1 11 , 1 12, and 113), and controls the reading unit to reproduce data from at 
least one transition area ("spare area 109") located between a first area ("disc 
information area 107") and a second area ("data area 110"), wherein a first track pitch of 
the first area is different from a second track pitch of the second area ([0079]). 

Regarding claim 44, Shoji discloses a reproducing and/or recording apparatus 
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(Fig. 3, "recording/reproduction apparatus 300") for use with an optical information 
storage medium (Fig 1, "optical disc 100"), comprising: a recording unit ("optical head 
303) that records data on the optical information storage medium comprising a plurality 
of areas (Fig. 1, optical disc 100 and areas 107, 108, 109, 111, 112, and 113); and a 
controller ("CPU 309") which controls the recording unit to record data on the optical 
information storage medium ([0070]), wherein the optical information storage medium 
comprises a transition area ("spare area 109") located between a first area ("disc 
information area 107") and a second area ("data area 110"), and a first track pitch of the 
first area is different from a second track pitch of the second area ([0079]). 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 35, 39-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Kadowaki etal, US Patent Publication Number 2004/0001 41 4 (hereafter 
Kadowaki). 

Regarding claim 35, Kadowaki discloses a reproducing and/or recording 
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apparatus (Fig. 3, information reproducing apparatus) for use with an optical information 
storage medium (Fig. 1, optical storage medium 41), comprising: a pick-up unit which 
reproduces and/or records data from and/or on the optical information storage medium 
([0172], optical pickup 4) and a controller (first control unit 7) which: controls the pick-up 
unit to reproduce data from at least one of a burst cutting area, a lead-in area(control 
data region 41a), a user data area (main information region 41b), and a lead-out area of 
the optical storage medium, and controls the reading pick-up unit to reproduce and/or 
record data from and/or on a transition area (Fig. 2, buffer region 41c) of the 
reproduction-only optical storage medium, wherein at least one of the BCA, the lead-in 
area, the user data area, and the lead-out area is divided into a first area (Fig. 2, 41a) 
and a second area (Fig. 2, 41 d) and wherein the transition area is located between the 
first area and the second area (Fig. 2), and a first track pitch of the first area is different 
from a second track pitch of the second area (area 41a has track pitch Tpl, area 41 d 
has track pitch Tp2). 

Regarding claim 39, Kadowaki discloses an apparatus (Fig. 3, information 
reproducing apparatus) to reproduce and/or record data from an optical information 
storage medium (Fig. 1 , optical storage medium 41 ) including a plurality of areas (Fig. 1 , 
control data region 41a, main information region 41b) comprising: a pick-up unit to 
reproduce and/or record data from and/or on the plurality of areas of the optical 
information storage medium ([0174], optical pickup 4); and a controller (first control unit 
7) to control the pick-up unit to reproduce and/or record data in the form of pit patterns 
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from and/or on the plurality of areas including a first area (Fig; 2, 41a), a second area 
(Fig. 2, 41b), and a transition area (Fig. 2, 41c) positioned between the first and second 
areas in order to distinguish the first area from the second area, wherein a first track 
pitch of the first area is different from a second track pitch of the second area (41a has 
track pitch Tpl , 41 b has track pitch Tp2). 

Regarding claim 40, Kadowaki discloses the apparatus of claim 39, wherein the 
controller controls the pick-up unit to read a first pit pattern from the first area, and a 
second pit pattern frorn the second area (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 41, Kadowaki discloses the apparatus of claim 40, wherein the 
first and second pit patterns each include one of a straight single pattern, a straight 
random pattern, a straight specific pattern, a wobbling single pattern, a wobbling 
random pattern, a wobbling specific pattern, and no pit patterns (Fig. 2, where the 
claimed feature is met because of the "one of limitation). 

Regarding claim 42, Kadowaki discloses the apparatus of claim 41, wherein 
amplitudes of the wobbling patterns gradually increase or decrease (where claimed 
feature is met because claim 41 was met by the reference's straight pattern and no pit 
pattern, claim 42 merely defining a characteristic of claim 41 's wobble pattern). 
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Regarding claim 43, Kadowaki discloses the apparatus of claim 39, wherein the 
first area and the second area are not the same type and are one of a burst cutting area 
(BCA), the lead-in area (control area 41a), the user data area (main information area 
41b), and the lead-out area (where claim is met due to "one of limitation). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Abe et al, US Publication Number 2005/0169158, and Kim et al, 
US Publication Number 2003/0227853, where each discloses differing regions with 
differing track pitches, and/or the inclusion of a transition area between regions. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanessa (Brandi) Coleman whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-9081 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:30-6; 1 st Fri 
off, 2nd Fri 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on (571 ) 272-7582. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)' or 571-272-1000. 
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